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In the return of our "Eye of the
Beholder” feature - looking at Star
Trek from a very personal point of
view - Star Trekscreenwriter Howard
Weinstein recalls his experiences on
the sets of Star Trek IV: The Voyage
Home - 25 years ago...
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HOWARD WEINSTEIN

Howard ~Weinstein's ~ writing ~career
launched at age 19 with "The Pirates of
Orion’ episode of NBC's Emmy-winning
animated Star Trek series in 1974. Now
he's a co-founder of internet-hased Crazy
8 Press (www.crazy8press.com). Howard
thinks web-hased e-publishing may be the
creative wave of the future (or possibly the
Fifth Horseperson of the Apocalypse).

His most recent Star Trek novel is The
Blood-Dimmed Tide, part of the giant
2009 Star Trek: Mere Anarchy trade
paperback, which collected six stories into
one epic tale spanning 30 years of Star
Trek: The Original Series history. In
addition to seven Star Trek novels,
Howard’s Star Trek credits include short
stories, comics and graphic novels, Other
books include Puppy
Kisses Are Good for
the Soul, his heart-
warming account of
life” with wonderful
Welsh Corgi Mail Order
Annie; andahiography
of New York Yankees
star Mickey Mantle.
Howard has appeared
at Star Trek conventions
since 1976.
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We got a honus onthe set | tha |
crew shooting video for a Making of... featurette i
During lulls, actors, crew and visitors all gathere
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In addition to the pair of radio-controlled,
four-foot-long whales used for all underwater
shots, the film's climax needed a face-to-face
emotional payoff: Kirk and his crew seeing
George and Gracie swimming off to save Earth. To
accomplish that, tracks were laid across the
hottom of the tank, so a nearly-life-sized partial
mechanical whale could “swim” past the ship
and give the humphack's signature tail flipand a
wave of its long, graceful pectoral fin. The day
we were there, the whale was on hreak - | found
it out of the water, near the tank, impressively
large if not quite whole, all rubber skin and
visible internal hydraulics. In the finished film,

“the mechanical whale certainly looked like the

o real thing.
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THE VOYAGE HOME

GCREETPLAY: STEVE MEERSON
G PETER KRIKES AND HARVE 5. ) ",
BENNETT G NICHOLAS MESER 9 ZAER1Z0

STORY: LEONARD NimoY
AND HARVE BEANETT

DIRECTOR: LEONARD Nimo3
RELERSED: NOVEMBER 26, 1986

Speaking of which, here's a
footnote: Among the hallmarks of Star
Trek IV are the magnificent miniature-
whale effects, which simply had to
look realisticin order for Nimoy to tell
his story, once he concluded existing
documentary footage wouldn't work.
Interestingly,  the only  real
humpbacks in the entire movie are a
few brief shots of whales breeching

~and playing happily, intercut with
the "pool-party” shots. WA
Had Star Trek IV been made today, visual
effects ranging from routine to spectacular would
likely have heen done with CGl, motion-capture.
and other high-tech tools able t I

Ye"ah, yeah, | know CGl is an amazing art-form
all its own. But | like knowing that skilled artisans
icians used their brains and hands to
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